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Arizona Department of Public Safety Vehicle Theft Task Force helps make a difference as Arizona cities report fewer auto thefts
New numbers from the National Insurance Crime Bureau show a good trend for Arizona
Statistics released by the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) showing both Phoenix and Tucson working their way off the 2008 Top 10 Auto Theft Hot Spots come as great news for Arizona residents and signify a major win for law enforcement in Arizona.  “Much of this is a result of the sustained effort by DPS to attack the problem of auto theft from several different angles,” said Roger Vanderpool, director of the Arizona Department of Public Safety.

The Arizona Vehicle Theft Task Force, which is administered by DPS, played a major role in helping law enforcement agencies shut down various enterprises that profit directly and indirectly from auto theft.  Last year the VTTF recovered 3,400 stolen vehicles.  In recent years the VTTF has shut down several “chop shops” around the state.  As a result, there are fewer chop shops operating.  The increased usage of LPR’s (License Plate Readers) has enabled DPS officers to track stolen vehicles on the road and to recover those vehicles and make arrests.  Last year officers assigned to the Highway Patrol Division at DPS recovered 800 stolen vehicles. 
Violent gangs often deal in stolen vehicles.  Last year GIITEM, the DPS administered Gang & Immigration Intelligence Team Enforcement Mission task force, arrested 1,200 gang members putting a crimp in the stolen auto for profit trade. 
The Arizona Vehicle Theft Task Force is funded through a grant from the Arizona Automobile Theft Authority (AATA).  The task force partnership includes the NICB in both Phoenix and Tucson.  
The mission of the Arizona Department of Public Safety, the most dynamic state-level law enforcement agency in United States, is to protect human life and property by enforcing state laws, deterring criminal activity, assuring the safety of the motoring public on Arizona’s highways and providing vital scientific, technical and operational support to other criminal justice agencies.  The Department, also one of Arizona’s largest law enforcement agencies with some 2,200 sworn and civilian employees, consists of four divisions – Highway Patrol, Criminal Investigations, Criminal Justice Support and Agency Support.  The Department is headquartered in Phoenix with offices located in more than 30 communities within Arizona's 15 counties. 
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