All:
This is a recap of yesterday's events from Phoenix Police investigators related to the disappearance of Alissa Marie Turney in 2001 and the arrest yesterday of Michael Roy Turney for weapons violations.  Below this recap is the series of emails sent out prior so you have the history. Please review it in its entirety.  This will be the last update unless there is something new to report. 
 
REPORT NUMBERS:
-2001-10922334 – Missing Person- Victim: Turney, Alissa Marie; w/f; DOB 4/3/84; resided at 17217 N. 34Street, Phoenix
-2008- 82105449 – Misconduct Involving Weapons- Suspect: Turney, Michael Roy; w/m; DOB 2/19/48; booked for 2 counts misconduct involving weapons; “hold” placed for ATF; further charges are coming in the days ahead (for reference please check Arizona Revised Statutes Title 13 Chapter 31- Weapons and Explosives). 
 
UPDATE    
      Alissa was a reported runaway on May 17, 2001. Over the last seven years periodic information came to investigators but Alissa was never heard from and investigators believe foul play was involved in her disappearance.  
      
     By 12/11/08, Phoenix Police Family Investigations Bureau Missing Persons investigators had obtained search warrants and a court order for identification.  Just prior to the search warrant being served yesterday at 17218 N. 34Street by the Phoenix Police Department’s Special Assignment Unit, Mr. Turney walked out of his house to go to the mailbox. He was detained for the court order and the service of the search warrant. This turned out to be a great decision as Mr. Turney was not only armed with two handguns, multiple magazines, and a knife, but his home was later found to be filled with numerous loaded handguns, rifles, and 34 improvised explosive devices (I.E.D.s).  These devices, according to Phoenix Police Bomb Squad investigators are “pipe bombs”.  
     
     This is the largest seizure of I.E.D.s the Phoenix Police Department has ever made and the largest seizure we are aware of. ATF officials at the scene were also not aware of a larger seizure of this type in the Phoenix area.  Phoenix Bomb Squad investigators stated one of the pipe bombs was the largest they had ever seen and was capable of destroying the house.  
    
     Hopefully this information helps in understanding the safety threat to the neighborhood and why there was an evacuation and information released to the public as to what was going on at this scene.
     
     The neighborhood was evacuated due to the danger.  The Phoenix Fire Department assisted Phoenix Police officers in the evacuation of 21 homes as well as the care of residents who needed help.  
     
     The Phoenix Police Bomb Squad has concluded their on scene work.  Residents have been allowed back to their homes.    
     
     Further charges are pending against Mr. Turney.  
     
     There are two separate investigations now.  One involves the disappearance of Alissa being conducted by the Phoenix Police Department’s Missing Persons Unit.        The other involves the weapons and explosives seizure. This investigation is being conducted by the Phoenix Police Department Bomb Squad with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives.  Obviously, the main question will be what Mr. Turney’s motive was.  That is under investigation.
     
     Missing Persons Unit investigators will be continuing their investigation at this scene reference Alissa’s disappearance throughout the day today.           
 
    Again, this is the last update unless there is something new.  Detective Luis Samudio will be the point of contact for you on this case after 9 A.M. today.
 
    Thank you all for your patience and assistance last night.
 
Thank you,
Andy
 
 
      
     
 

Sergeant Andy Hill

Public Affairs Bureau

Media Relations Sergeant

602-256-3270 - desk

602-920-3460 - cell

 

NOTICE:  This message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is addressed.  This communication contains information that is law enforcement sensitive, for official use only, sensitive but unclassified, proprietary, privileged, and may be legally protected or otherwise exempt from disclosure.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, dissemination, copying or distribution of this transmission is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by email and immediately delete this message and all of its attachments.

 

 

 

 

 PAST EMAILS
 

 

Subject: RE: Update: Missing Person Case from 2001 - Alissa Marie Turney - DR# 2001-10922334

 

All:

 

There is nothing new to advise you of this morning other than Michael Roy Turney, DOB 2/19/48, and Alissa's stepfather, was arrested and booked last night by Phoenix Police for 2 counts of misconduct involving weapons.  There was also a hold placed on him for ATF as many more charges are pending.

 

I will be sending out an updated email in a couple of hours.  Please do not call the patrol lieutenant or duty pager about this incident.   

 

Thank you,

Andy

 

Sergeant Andy Hill

Public Affairs Bureau

Media Relations Sergeant

602-256-3270 - desk

602-920-3460 - cell

 

 

 

Subject: Re: Update: Missing Person Case from 2001 - Alissa Marie Turney - DR# 2001-10922334

 

Fyi we are up to 34 recovered improvised explosive devices.  

 

 

Andy Hill

Media Relations Sergeant

Phoenix Police Department

 

----- Original Message -----

 

Sent: Thu Dec 11 19:47:26 2008

Subject: Re: Update: Missing Person Case from 2001 - Alissa Marie Turney - DR# 2001-10922334

 

All:

Investigators have asked me to ask you to let evacuated residents from the N. 34th street area know the following:

 

The Phoenix Fire and Police departments will meet any evacuated residents who need assistance at 34th Way and Paradise Park Drive.

 

So far only 3 people have requested assistance. 

 

Evacuated residents can also call the Desert Horizon Precinct at 602 495 5006 for help.

 

Thank you,

Andy

 

 

 

----- Original Message -----

From: Hill, Andy

Sent: Thu Dec 11 15:13:56 2008                                                       

Subject: Update: Missing Person Case from 2001 - Alissa Marie Turney - DR# 2001-10922334

 

All: 

 

 

 

I have been asked about two search warrants that are being served today in the 17,200 block of north 34th Street by the Phoenix Police Department.  

 

 

 

The following information is from Phoenix Police Department Family Investigations Bureau Missing Persons investigators: 

 

 

 

On May 17th 2001 at approximately 11P.M., Phoenix Police received a runaway juvenile call from the stepfather of 17 year old Alissa Marie Turney.  At the time Alissa was a junior attending Paradise Valley High School. May 17th was actually the last day of her junior year.  For reference Alissa would have graduated with the Paradise High School class of 2002.  

 

 

 

On May 17th Alissa was picked up early from school by her stepfather.  Her stepfather reported that they went out to eat and then returned home. Alissa was left alone while her stepfather ran errands and then picked up another child.  When the stepfather and daughter returned to the home around 5pm they found a note purportedly from Alissa stating she was going to California. Her cellular phone and house key were also left behind.  

 

 

 

Alissa was a student and held a part time job at a local fast food restaurant.  She never missed a shift at work until the day after her disappearance. Alissa had plans to attend a co-workers graduation on the night of the 17th, but she never showed and she never called.  Alissa had a steady boyfriend at the time.  They had been together for about a year and had attended the Junior Prom the weekend prior to her disappearance. Alissa has never contacted her boyfriend and he has never seen her again.  In fact, Alissa was never seen again by anyone.  Her stepfather did report having a phone call from Alissa a week after her disappearance.

 

 

 

The case continued as a runaway juvenile case, one of thousands the Phoenix Police Department takes each year. 

 

 

 

As the years passed certain information came to investigators that cast doubt on whether Alissa was a runaway.  In February of 2006, a man named Thomas Heimer came forward to Fort Lauderdale Police and confessed to a number of homicides throughout the country.  Part of his confession was that Alissa was one of his victims.  Fort Lauderdale police found no evidence that led investigators to believe there was any truth to Heimer’s confession.  He was not charged in this case and, investigators were told, he was not in almost all of other cases.  You will have to check with Fort Lauderdale police for any further information on that investigation.  Investigators did, however, develop further information that led them to believe Alissa was the victim of foul play.  

 

 

 

Since then, and particularly in recent months, Phoenix Police investigators developed probable cause to serve two search warrants and serve a court order related to this case.  Those search warrants are being served today by the Phoenix Police Special Assignments Unit and Family Investigations Bureau investigators at 17217 and 17218 N. 34th Street in Phoenix.     

 

 

 

Alissa’s disappearance has received national coverage in part through the NCMEC (National Center For Missing and Exploited Children).  Alissa’s younger stepsister created a website entitled www.helpfindalissa.com <http://www.helpfindalissa.com/> . 

 

 

 

This is an ongoing investigation.  No suspect has been arrested yet in this case.  Anyone with information is asked to call Silent Witness at 480-WITNESS or the Family Investigations Bureau Missing Persons Unit at 602 261-8042.

 

 

 

Thank you,

 

Andy

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant Andy Hill
Public Affairs Bureau
Media Relations Sergeant
602-256-3270 - desk
602-920-3460 - cell
