Silent Witness

Please forward to your news director for review after review by the desk.

Thank you for your support in relationship to the ongoing sexual abuse predator investigation (news conference on Thursday).  I need to clarify some details that were related yesterday, but may not have been clear to everyone.  Each of these cases have been classified as crimes of Sexual Contact with a Minor or Attempted Sexual Assaults.  None meet the criteria for Sexual Assaults as each victim was able to escape from the suspect prior to his ability to complete his crime.  The area described for the attacks was termed the primary target area.  Not every crime was committed within those boundaries, this has been the area most impacted by this series.

I appreciate that nearly every station was willing to respect our request and prioritize the best interest of the children victims when reporting the story.  Unfortunately, one station chose to include an interview with a victim, putting their station’s personal interest above that of the victim, her safety and well being, possibly jeopardizing the criminal investigation process.

I hope that this poor decision will not impact the direction of other stations, defying a request that is seldom asked by our agency.  I again ask, and remind everyone that the children victims’ are the priority in this investigation.  By interviewing, exposing or interacting with them in any way would be exposing them to further trauma, jeopardizing their safety and could adversely affect the prosecution process.  Each time a child victim is exposed to an interview process regarding the crime their statements are direct evidence that is accessible to the court process. To pursue this in order to “enhance” a news story in this tragic circumstance would only be for selfish reasons and not for the best interest of the community.

I always appreciate the support provided by the media.  I consider each outlet to be professional, respectful and conscientious.  I hope that you feel our program serves the needs of the community and the media in the same fashion.  I will update you as I see appropriate and in the best interest of the investigation.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me on my cell phone.  

Thank you,  Paul 

Sgt. P.J. Penzone #5015

Silent Witness Program Coordinator
