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Governor Embraces Alt-Fuels Architect

Brewer's Staff Scrambles as Scandal-Plagued Figure Raises New Ethical Questions for Administration

PHOENIX -- Gov. Jan Brewer has asked a central figure of the infamous "alt-fuels" scheme who worked to funnel millions of taxpayer dollars into his own hands to host a high-priced political fundraiser for her this week.

Brewer aides are now in full crisis mode in an attempt to distance the new governor from Nathan Learner, whose company AZ Star Alternative Fuels -- which converted vehicles into "alternative fuel" vehicles -- made millions from the boondoggle.  The scandal cost taxpayers nearly $150 million.

"Governor Brewer has embraced someone who has absolutely no shame when it comes to bilking millions of dollars from taxpayers with dishonest and deceptive practices. Arizonans should be concerned that Governor Brewer is willing to elicit political contributions from the likes of Mr. Learner," said Arizona Democratic Party spokesman, Jeff Stapleton.

Brewer aides have tried to spin the Administration's relationship with Learner.  According to The Arizona Republic, "Brewer spokesman Paul Senseman called Learner 'a friend of a friend' in downplaying any relationship between him and the governor."  [Source: The Arizona Republic, March 20, 2009]

But Brewer's Administration has a long and detailed relationship with Learner and the alt-fuels scandal.

Richard Bark, Brewer's deputy chief of staff for policy, was a key aide to then-House Speaker Jeff Groscost and a central figure in the scheme.  Brewer transition chief Chuck Coughlin was the lobbyist for the "Clean Air Coalition," of which Learner's company was a member.  Bark's wife, Anne Hamilton, was also a lobbyist for the "Clean Air Coalition."  [Source: Arizona Secretary of State]

According to The Republic, the "fundraiser was to be hosted at the Paradise Valley home of Nathan Learner. But hours after The Arizona Republic began asking questions about the event Thursday, Brewer's office had it relocated to the University Club in central Phoenix... Senseman said the fundraiser was relocated 'in response to concerns' about Learner's participation."  [Source: The Arizona Republic, March 20, 2009]

In light of this new information, the Arizona Democratic Party asks several important questions:

    * Who set up this event in Brewer's office?

    * Why is Brewer's office hiding that?

    * Who is the "friend" in the friend of a friend?

    * What contact has Learner had with Brewer's Administration?

    * Why was it obvious to Brewer only after public exposure that Learner' house was inappropriate for this event?

    * Will Brewer return Learner's contribution?

